Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 200 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.024; wR factor = 0.056; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.7.
The Pt II ion in the title complex, [PtCl 2 (C 14 H 10 N 4 )], is fourcoordinated in a distorted square-planar environment by two N atoms of a chelating 2,3-di-2-pyridylpyrazine ligand and two chloride anions. The pyridyl ring coordinated to the Pt II atom is inclined slightly to its carrier pyrazine ring [dihedral angle = 13.5 (1) ], whereas the uncoordinated pyridyl ring is inclined considerably to the pyrazine ring [dihedral angle = 54.3 (2) ]. The dihedral angle between the two pyridyl rings is 59.2 (2) . In the crystal, the complexes are assembled through intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁN and C-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds, forming a three-dimensional network. Intramolecular C-HÁ Á ÁN and C-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds are also present.
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Crystal data [PtCl 2 (C 14 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). In the complex, the Pt II ion is four-coordinated in a distorted square-planar environment by two N atoms from the pyrazine ring and the one pyridyl ring of the chelating dpp ligand and two chloride anions ( (Table 1) . In the molecule, the pyridyl ring coordinated to the Pt atom is inclined slightly to its carrier pyrazine ring, making dihedral angle of 13.5 (1)°. On the contrary, the uncoordinated pyridyl ring is inclined considerably to the pyrazine ring with a dihedral angle of 54.3 (2)°. The dihedral angle between the two pyridyl rings is 59.2 (2)°.
The complex molecules are assembled through intermolecular C-H···N and C-H···Cl hydrogen bonds to form a threedimensional network ( Fig. 2 and Table 2 ). There are also intramolecular C-H···N and C-H···Cl hydrogen bonds ( Table   2 ). The complexes stack in columns along the c axis and display several intermolecular π-π interactions between the sixmembered rings, with a shortest ring centroid-centroid distance of 4.213 (3) Å.
The title complex was obtained as a by-product from the reaction of K 2 PtCl 4 (0.2077 g, 0.500 mmol) with 2,3-di-2-pyridylpyrazine (0.1173 g, 0.501 mmol) in MeOH (30 ml) and H 2 O (20 ml). After stirring of the reaction mixture for 48 h at room temperature, the formed precipitate was separated by filtration, washed with H 2 O and acetone, to give the main product as a red-brown powder (0.1323 g). The yellow by-product (0.0082 g) was obtained from the mixture of filtrate and washing solution. Crystals were obtained by slow evaporation from a CH 3 NO 2 solution of the by-product. supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The structure of the title complex, with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level; H atoms are shown as small circles of arbitrary radius. as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
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